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PREFACE

Dear Readers,

Teacher preparation programs and teacher educators of the twenty-first 
century strive to prepare teacher candidates for an unknown, only predictable 
future. Education and learning continue to face global and complex challenges 
and demands even though we know much more about them than ever before. 
Technological advances, cultural changes and economic transformations are 
radically changing the world of education. This situation encourages both students 
and teachers to rethink the available opportunities to nurture their creativity, 
learn from a lifelong perspective, and continue to thrive. Thus, it becomes even 
more important to find ways and spaces for creative thinking and reflection about 
innovative practices for teaching and learning at all levels. The book in your hand 
serves as a guide to reveal the critical meanings underlying this idea.

Focusing on topics critical to elementary teacher educators, each of the 
chapters in this book presents information in a simple way that will help you learn 
what works and what doesn’t work with today’s students. The purpose of the book 
is to provide pre-service teachers and elementary teachers with a plan on how 
they prepare to meet the needs of twenty-first century children and how they 
can strengthen teacher education. The book contains powerful tools and tips that 
primary school teachers can use to maximize their students’ potential. The chapters 
include “mathematical writing, mathematics and proof, mathematical competence, 
the importance and role of children’s magazines in developing vocabulary, cultural 
literacy as a new type of literacy, civics, blockchain technology in education, the 
effect of STEM education on entrepreneurship, children’s picture books prepared 
for science, mathematical gender stereotypes, creative drama method in teaching 
the nature of science, scamper one of the brainstorming techniques, writing skills 
for learning purposes, children’s books, reading comprehension and autonomous 
learning.” We hope that pre-service teachers and teachers will find ideas and 
principles in each chapter that will not only make learning enjoyable and keep 
their students too busy being engaged in learning, but will also help their students 
maintain their determination to succeed.

The authors dedicated this book to the 100th anniversary of the Republic 
of Türkiye. We would like to express our sincere gratitude to all the valuable 
academicians who wrote the chapters for their valuable contributions.

Editors

October 20, 2023
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