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ON sOz

Sosyal bilgiler farkli isimlerle olsa da diinya iizerindeki her devlette program-
larda yer alan derslerden biridir. Bu ders, ¢ocuklar1 ve gengleri hem mevcut hem
de gelecekteki yasamlarina hazirlamasinin yani sira vatandaslik bilgi ve becerile-
rini kazandiriyor olmasi dolayisiyla 6nem tagimaktadir. Devletlerin varoluglarin
stirdiirebilmeleri i¢in aidiyet duygusuna sahip ve sorumluluklarini yerine getiren
vatandaslara gereksinim duymalarinin bu derse giiglii bir temel olusturdugunun
soylenmesi mimkiindiir.

Bu kitap, diinyadaki farkli iilkelerde sosyal bilgiler baglaminda verilen ders-
lerle nelerin hedeflendigini ve bu hedeflere ulagmak icin nasil bir icerigin belirlen-
mis oldugunu goz 6niine sermeyi amaglamaktadir. Kitapta, programlarina Ingiliz-
ce olarak ulagilabilen ya da yazarlarin o dilde geviri yapabilecek yeterlilige sahip
oldugu iilkelerin se¢ilmis olmasi tabi ki bir sinirlilik olusturmaktadir. Ancak, ele
alinan tlkelerin programlarinin okuyucuya farkli devletler i¢in de benzer aragtir-
malar1 yapmalari ve iilkeler arasinda karsilastirmalar yaparak diinyada sosyal bil-
giler egitime dair bir izlenim olusturmalari i¢in yol gosterecegine inanilmaktadir.

Ulkelerin sosyal bilgiler égretim programlar: incelendiginde her birinin
yetistirmek istedigi insan modeline yonelik bir 6ngoériiye ulagmamiz miimkiin
olabilmektedir. Siyasi yapilari, yasam bigimleri, yasadiklar1 ve ¢6zmeye ¢aba har-
cadiklar1 sorunlar bu insandan, yani vatandaslarindan beklentilerini de sekil-
lendirmektedir. Giderek kiiresellesen giiniimiiz diinyas: dikkate alindiginda va-
tandasin sahip olmasi gereken kazanimlarin ulusal sinirlar1 agarak tim diinyay1
ilgilendiren konulara yonelmis oldugu da dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Ayrica, iilkelerin
yasamis ve yasamakta olduklar: terér saldirilari, salginlar, ekonomik krizler, sag-
likla ilgili problemler, vs. sosyal bilgiler derslerini ele alma bigimlerini etkilemek-
tedir. Buna yonelik olarak da farkli kiiltiirlere saygili, hosgoriilii, problem ¢6zme
becerisine sahip, gerek bireysel gerekse ulusal yasama yo6nelik konularda dogru
kararlar alabilen, ekonomi konusunda temel bilgi ve becerilere sahip vatandaslarin
yetistirilmesine iliskin ¢cabalar 6n plana ¢ikmaktadir.

Sosyal bilgiler egitimcilerinin gelecegin insanina ve bu insandan vatandaglik
baglaminda neler beklenmesinin bireysel, ulusal ve kiiresel olarak yararli olaca-
gina dair zihinlerini stirekli canli tutmalar1 gerekmektedir. Bilim ve teknolojideki
gelismeler sadece fen bilimlerini degil sosyal bilimleri de hizla etkisi altina almak-
tadir. Bu nedenle iilkeler arasi karsilagtirmalarin bu yonde yaratici yaklasimlarin
ortaya ¢ikmasina ve dersin 6gretimini etkili hale getirmeye yardimci olabilecegi
distiniilmektedir.
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Okuyucuya kolaylik saglamasi ve bir diizen sunmast i¢in iilkelerin incelen-
mesinde belirli bir ¢erceveden yararlanilmistir. Bu kapsamda oncelikle iilkenin
cografi (fiziki ve beseri), ekonomik, siyasi ve tarihi 6zelliklerine deginilerek iilke-
ler hakkinda genel bir bilgilendirme yapilmistir. Ardindan tilkenin egitim sistemi
ele alinmis ve sosyal bilgiler ya da benzer igerige sahip derslerin 6gretim program-
lar1 hedef ve igerik agisindan ortaya konulmusgtur. Ogretim programinin diger iki
Ogesi olan egitim durumu ve 6l¢me ve degerlendirme ise bazi iilkelerde ayr1 bir
baslik olarak bazilarinda da sonug ve degerlendirme kisminda sunulmustur.

Kitabin ortaya ¢ikmasinda emegi olan yazarlarimiza galismamiza katkalar:
i¢in tegekkiirii borg biliriz. Kuram ve uygulama boyutlarinda sosyal bilgiler 6gre-
timi alaninda ¢alisan herkese kitabin bir vizyon sunmasi dileklerimizle ....

Prof. Dr. Cemil OZTURK
Prof. Dr. E. Ozlem YIGIT
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1. BOLUM

UNITED STATES
(AMERIKA BIRLESIK DEVLETLERI)

Dr. Christopher T. Dague, Ph.D., University of The Citadel
ORCID No: 0009-0002-6725-5094

Characteristics of the United States: Population, Economics,
Politics, and Historical Developments

The history of United States begins with Anglo-European colonization be-
ginning in the 15" century. In 1776, the original thirteen colonies declared its
independence from Great Britain, paving the way for the American War for Inde-
pendence. Following the colonists’ victory, the United States was recognized as a
new nation in 1783 with the signing of the Treaty of Paris. Since the 18% century,
37 new states were added to the union, leading to 50 states in total.

As a result of political and economic expansion across North America over
the last two centuries, the United States is bordered completely in the north by
Canada and partially in south by Mexico. According to the Central Intelligence
Agency (2023), the population is closing in on 340 million people. American Eng-
lish is the predominant language spoken in the United States with the number
of native Spanish speakers rapidly rising. The United States is one of the world’s
largest importers and exporters with a real GDP of $21.132 trillion, based on a
2021 estimate (CIA, 2023). It is host to a variety of agriculture products to include:
wheat, sugar cane, poultry, potatoes, cotton, and pork. In addition, it is highly
diversified in terms of its industries. It is known for its production of steel, motor
vehicles, electronics, and chemicals.

Politically, the United States identifies as a constitutional federal republic. At
the federal level, there are three branches of government (e.g., executive, legis-
lative, and judicial). The head of state is the President of the United States. The
President serves a four-year term but is not allowed to serve more than two terms.
This change was made in 1951 with the 22"¢ Amendment to the Constitution. This
was in response the controversy of President Roosevelts four elected terms. The
legislature is comprised of the United States Congress. It is bicameral in nature
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and made up of the Senate (100 members) and the House of Representatives (435
members). Senators serve six-year terms while members of the House serve two-
year terms. There are no term limits for either. The judicial branch is represented
by the Supreme Court which is made up of nine justices who serve lifetime ap-
pointments.

Overview of American Educational System

As a result of the complexity that exists, attempting to provide a detailed over-
view of the American educational system is one that would be too lofty of goal for a
chapter of this length. Historically, the United States has been enriched by a variety
of worldly philosophies dating as far back as classical Greece and Rome. In the 19"
century, in response to significant political, social, and economic changes, a move-
ment developed to promote common schooling for all children. Often credited
for spearheading the Common School Movement, Horace Mann believed that the
stability and harmony of the republic was dependent on an educated population.
Building on the ideas of Thomas Jefferson, Mann “argued that public education
was necessary for a democratic society...believ[ing] citizens needed to be literate
to vote and to participate intelligently in the processes of republican government”
(Ornstein & Levine, 2008, p. 133).

Currently, the American educational system might best be described as deep-
ly compartmentalized at the national, state, and local levels. This balance of power
related to what is taught, and to whom, presents a near-perpetual state of conten-
tion among various stakeholders and their respective interests. As Eisner (2001)
pointed out over two decades ago, “America is one of the few nations in which
responsibility for schools is not under the aegis of a national ministry of educa-
tion” (p. 367). While the United States has a federal agency in the form of the
U.S. Department of Education, there are rights and powers that are predominantly
wielded in the hands of stakeholders at the state and local levels.

This compartmentalized and segmented approach presents an overarching
authority in the U.S. Department of Education along with fifty state-drive depart-
ments of education. As a result, it is possible for educational policy to be shaped at
the federal, state, and local levels. This has, at times, led to a politicization and po-
larization of educational policy that can vary dramatically from state-to-state and
region-to-region. As expected, such a framework creates significant impediments
to any sort of national standardization of curriculum and instruction.



